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PFO REPORT PIEDMONT FAMILIES ORGANIZATION 

 
DIGITIZATION OF THE 43 MICROFILM PIEDMONT PROJECT WORKING DRAFT FAMILY GROUP RECORDS 

By Boyd L. Cardon  

 
“The Waldensians (Vaudois in French and Valdese in Italian) were Protestants, many of whom lived in the 

Province of Torino, Piedmont Region of Italy, since the Middle Ages. They were joined by the French Huguenots 
during the late 1600’s.  In 1948 the Genealogical Society microfilmed parish records of 16 Waldensian parishes, 
with beginning dates from 1685 to about 1750, and as late as 1948. It was discovered that numerous families were 
preparing the same family group records and submitting them for temple work. To prevent duplications and to 
overcome language and other difficulties, persons well-versed in French were employed to put on slips of paper 
every birth, marriage, and death record in the approximate 65 rolls of microfilm.  The data from the marriage slips 
were recorded on family group records by Christian Dolin, who standardized many of the surnames.  This 
explains why the spelling of surnames in the microfilm parish registers sometimes differs from that used on the 
family group records and endowment cards.  From January, 1961 to 31 December, 1963, a staff of approximately 
20 part-time employees of the Genealogical Society (returned French missionaries, converts to the Church from 
France and Belgium, and students) worked under the direction of Hugh T. Law.  They completed the tabulation of 
the family group records and connected them from one generation to another. This makes it possible in many 
cases for Piedmont descendants to trace their ancestry in this microfilm series, as well as in the Church Records 
Archives and in the Ogden Branch Genealogical Library. It is expected that the “sealings” copies of the family 
group records will all be filed in the Ogden Library in binders exclusively used for the Piedmont records.  This 
microfilm collection, however, is more complete than the collection in the Church Record Archives or at the 
Ogden Branch Genealogical Library. This is because it includes numerous family group records which have not 
yet been processed for temple work.  These are primarily records of modern families to whom no near 
relationship was determined, and records with incomplete information.  The processed family group records are 
represented in this file with the letters “E” or “C” written by the names of the children.” From the Prolog on the microfilms  

    
These are available at https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/327231.  Cardons are on #390-#621 Philippe below is 
#601 and Philippe who joined the Church is #613. Stales are #81-#197  Jean Pierre Stale is #160-161 
Consult Family Tree to see if the given family record has been processed. Here is an example of the family record 
of Philippe Cardon, the great-grandfather of our Philippe Cardon who joined the Church in Italy. 

 

 
How can you help?   PLEASE DONATE to the PFO to continue the research. Volunteer to help 
with the ordinance work or indexing. May we have the attitude: If I could, I would help. 
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The notary records continue to provide names of our ancestors 
EXTENTION of RIVOIRES of PRAROSTINO 
                        By Judy Melton 

 
Background: In the February 2007 PFO Newsletter, No. 44 pgs 1-2 the ancestry of Pierre Rivoire was given by Judy 
Melton and Ron Malan. Now additional individuals to the Rivoire line are given in this article. 
KEY: abt=about; b=born; bef=before; bet=between; md=married; d=died; wd=will dated’ n=birth;+= died; mo= wife;  fi = 
dau or son of; fu = of the deceased; di= of the living; fr=brother; dob=date of birth 
To my direct line ancestors Giacobo RIVOIRE (b abt 1635) and Margarita PASQUET, (b abt 1639), both of Prarostino, 
we can add: FILIPPO RIVOIRE: b abt 1663 in Prarostino.   Filippo md Maddalena FORNERON, b abt 1667; d 4 Apr 1720.  
The PP FGS for this family shows their children as:  Marguerite, b abt 1688; d 3 Aug 1719; Marie b abt 1689; md Michel 
BLANCHOT; she died 23 Nov 1717; Madeleine b 1698, md Guillaume BRUNEROL-BASTIAN 23 Mar 1718; she died 12 
Dec 1760; and Filippo, b abt 1706; md. Suzanne CONSTANTIN.  All of Prarostino. 
Two additional children are found in the Gli Esuli records, pg. 158, as highlighted below :   
Philippe, fu Jacob (+Fossano 86), Pra., n. 1663. Prig. Fossano. Morges 25.2.87. Bas. 87/88. Va in Brand. ago. 88. 
Stendal 89. Torna ott. 90. 
Madeleine, mo., n. 1666.  Rolle 8.3.87. Poi col marito. 
Jacob, fi., n. Bas. giu. 88. Poi coi genitori.  
Madeleine, fi., n. in Brand. Poi coi genitori. [est. b. 1690] 
Pierre, fr. di Philippe, n. 1660. Morges 25.2.87 Bas. 87. Sc. ott. 88. G.R.  
Daniel, id., n. 1667. Come il prec. G.R. 
Marthe, id., n. 1672. Come Philippe. [this is a sister to Philippe] 
Madeleine, id. n. 1674.  Come Philippe. [this is a sister to Philippe] 
 Dates found in the PP FGS required some reworking with these additional sources.  It is believed that the Madeleine, b in 
Brandenburg most likely died as a child since the PP FGS shows the Madeleine born abt 169 
8 as living to age 62.  Re-worked dates may be found in individual entries in FamilySearch Family Tree as of May 2016. 
Sources in addition to those found in the PFO Newsletter No. 44:  San Secondo 133:3, 13, 129, and 349R; and PP FGS.  
MADALENA (Madeleine) RIVOIRE:  b abt 1674, Prarostino, and her family as follows:  md Stefano (Etienne) ODIN, son 
of Daniele (who participated in The Glorious Return).  The PP FGS indicates that Stefano was b abt 1658 and d bef 3 July 
1737 and that their children include:  Lydie, b abt 1704; md Philippe ROMAN, 13 Feb 1725; Madeleine, b abt 1707, md 
Jean JOUVE 14 Apr 1728; Michel, b abt 1708; md Madeleine FORNERON; d 14 Dec 1770; Marie, b abt 1714, md Jean 
CARDON 11 May 1740; d 23 Dec 1766; Catherine, b 1 Dec 1715; md Daniel ROMAN 8 July 1737; d 3 Jan 1782; Etienne, 
b 1 July 1717; md. Marguerite PASQUET 10 Aug 1744; d 25 Jan 1761; Marthe, b 17 May 1719; and Marthe b 24 Dec 
1720; all of Prarostino.   
Sources in addition to those found in the PFO Newsletter No. 44:  PP FGS 
 To our direct line ancestors Filippo RIVOIRE, (b abt 1604) and Maria PAVARIN, (b abt 1608), both of Prarostino, we can 
add information about the family of their daughter Madalena as follows: 
MADALENA (Madeleine) RIVOIRE:  b abt 1637 [reworked from original 1633 date].  She md Paulo GRILL, b abt 1630 of 
Prarostino, son of Bartholomeo; Paulo died in 1686 at Carmagnola as a religious prisoner. 
 Gli Esuli, pg. 112, under heading of GRILL shows: 
-Madeleine (RIVOIR) ved. di Paul, Pra., n. 1647. [dob  may be a typo as she was md in 1654. Believe dob  more likely 
1637]  Morges 28.2.87. Be. 87/88. Va. in Brand. –Stendal 88/89 
-Muarguerite, [that is the way it was spelled]  fi.,n. 1671 – Come la madre, ma torna ott. 90. 
-Jean, fi., n. 1670.  Come la madre, ma torna ott. 90. 
-Daniel, fi., n. 1678.  Come la madre, ma torna ott. 90 
Senato Batch 97, pg 180, shows two more sons born to Madalena and Paulo, i.e., Bartholomeo and  Filippo; these sons 
are in addition to Jean and Daniel,. 
Sources in addition to those found in the PFO Newsletter No. 44:  San Secondo 121:329; Senato 97:180; Gli Esuli pg 
112. 
To our direct line ancestors Bartholomeo RIVOIRE, (b abt 1548) and Piacenza (b abt 1552), both of Prarostino, we can 
add more information about these three children: 
FILIPPO RIVOIRE: b abt 1574 [reworked from original date of 1579]; md Catterina JORDANET, b abt 1676, dau of Jean 
Jordanet, of Abbadia di Pinerolo. (Catterina first married Francesco TINETTO  and they had a daughter Gioanna b abt 
1592).  Filippo and Catterina md abt 1593 and had a son, Bartholomeo, b abt 1594.  He md Filiberta TESSORE, b abt 
1595, dau of Simeon Tessore of Miradolo and Mattea CALIERO, dau of Daniele Caliero of San Secondo.  (Mattea first 
md Gioannetto PINZONE, son of Pietro Pinzone of I’lnverso delle Porte abt 1612).  Bartholomeo and Filiberta md abt 
1615.  To their union was born:  Gioannetto, b abt 1616; Madallena, b abt 1618; Francesa, b abt 1620; Filippo, b abt 
1622; Maria, b abt 1624; and Catterina, b abt 1626; all Prarostino. 
Sources in addition to those found in the PFO Newsletter No. 44:  Abbadia 38:1,8; 40:41; 44:241, 241 R; 44:415; Pramollo 
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54:29,31R; 63:145. 
MATTEO RIVOIRE:  b abt 1575 of Prarostino; md abt 1599 Gioanna FORNERON-NAVARRE, b abt 1579, dau of 
Antonietto. [Note - both Matteo and his older brother, Giacob md sisters].  After Matteo died she md. Gioanni GAUDIN of 
Roccapiatta, son of Antonio.  Matteo and Gioanna had the following children:  Bartholomeo, b abt 1600; Gioanni, b abt 
1602; md 1623 Martara PASQUET, b abt 1606, dau of Daniele Pasquet; Piacenza, b abt 1604; md. Giacomo 
FORNERON 1623; they had a dau, Jeanne, b abt 1624 who md Filippo PASQUET, b abt 1621; they had a son, Jean, b 
abt 1648; and Giacomo, b abt 1606; all of Prarostino. 
Sources in addition to those found in the PFO Newsletter No. 44:  Pramollo 57: 261, 267;  
59:143; 59: 213; 60:241R, 244; 61:41 R; 61: 325, 326 R; 61: 450, 452; 62: 416; San Secondo 118:139. 
MARGARETA RIVOIRE:  b abt 1581, of Prarostino; md abt 1601 Daniele CANAL, b abt 1576, son of Etiene and Maria 
(PASQUET).  (Daniele previously married a Madalena).  Margareta and Daniele had a son, Gioanni, b abt 1602; d by 
1658; md abt 1625 Piasenza ROBERT, b abt 1607; d by 1671, dau of Paulo and Maria Robert.  Gioanni and Piasenza 
had the following children:  Daniele b abt 1626; d by 1668; Maria, b abt 1628; md 1) by 1668 Gioanni ROSTAN, b abt 
1625, son of Matheo;  and 2) by 1670 Gioanni- Michele GODIN, b abt 1620; Paulo b abt 1630, d by 1675, md Madalena, 
b abt 1625; Margarita, b abt 1632; and Susanna, b abt 1634; all of Prarostino. 
Sources in addition to those found in the PFO Newsletter No. 44: San Secondo 118:286; 119:158; 119:285; 119:525; 
120:13; 121:25; 122:2 R; 123:430 R; 124:449; 126:359; 127:181. The direct Cardon lines tie into the Rivoire line. 
Please contact Judy Melton at 801-561-3897 or email annmel_84088@yahoo.com to participate in the temple 
work. 

 

How can you help?   PLEASE DONATE to the PFO to continue the research. 
Volunteer to help with the ordinance work and indexing. May we have the 
attitude: If I could, I would help. 
 

 
EXTENTION OF ANCESTORS OF JOSEPH SAMUEL CARDON, SON OF LOUIS PHILLIP CARDON 

By Lavor Cardon 

 
BACKGROUND: Gli Esuli in Svizzera 1686-1690 (The Waldensian Exiles in Switzerland) page 92 lists Susanne 
FAVAT(1232) b 1676, our direct ancestor, her father, Philippe FAVAT(1229) b 1648, her mother, Constance(1230) b 
1656, and her siblings Michel(1231) b 1675, Henri(1233) b 1678, Jean(1234) b 1680, and Madeleine(1235) b 1686. In the 
records FAVAT is spelled FAVETTE, FATATTO, FAVATO, FAVOTO, FAVOT, and FAVODO. 
METHODS USED: I use the Piedmont Project microfilms, the notary records received from Giovanni Cena and work done 
by Ron Malan to extend the FAVAT line.  
Key: (Pg 148 Villar Pellice vol 208) indicates the notary record.  *name= temple work is done. 

1. Anna Catarina Bellion ( 5
th
 great aunt), daughter of Michele Bellion and Isabellina Mehet or Maetto, was the 2

nd
 

wife of Stefano  (Etienne) Frache.  They had four children, Gioanna born in 1688 probably in Switzerland (Gli 

Esuli Valdesi line #1347), Margarita (b abt 1694), Michele (b abt 1692), and Bartholomeo (b abt 1690).  Etiene’s 

first wife was Catarina Besson, and they had three children, Bartholomeo (b abt 1677), Susanna (b abt 1680), and 

Paulo (b abt 1683). 

Sources: Gli Esuli Valvedsi line #1347 and Waldensian Notary records received from Giovanni Cena Luscerna vol. 211-
3, page 125R. 

2. Madelene Benech (1st cousin 8 times removed) born about 1569 in Angrogna.  She was fisrt married to Pietro 

Musset (b 1565) and they had 5 children, Maria (b abt 1590), Margarita (b abt 1592), Gioanna (b abt 1594), 

Bartholomeo (b abt 1596) and Daniele (b abt 1598).  She later married Filipo Laideto and there is no record of 

children.  She is the daughter of Martino Benech and her siblings are Cattina (b abt 1571 and married to Pietro 

Besson son of Francesco and they had a daughter Maria), Cattalina (b abt 1573 and married to Daniele Ponte 

and they had a son and a daughter but no names were given), Maria (b abt 1573 and married to Zidraco Girard), 

& Gioanni (b abt 1575) married to a Gina)   

Source: Waldensian Notary records received from Giovanni Cena Torre vol. 149, page 15. 
PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT ANY OF THE NAMES FOR TEMPLE WORK!    PLEASE CONTACT LAVOR AT HIS EMAIL 
lcardon1944@msn.com or phone 801-822-7556 
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YOUR TAX-EXEMPT RESEARCH FUNDS ARE NEEDED!! 

WE CURRENTLY OWE BROTHER CENA $2,000! 
Our researcher, Giovanni Cena, sends about 25 volumes per year.  His fee per volume is 
$500.00.  Thus we need to have $12,500 available each year to continue the research.   

 

DONATE NOW! 

It is simple to use the BILL PAYER SERVICE at your financial institution to make a monthly 

donation to the Piedmont Families Organization fund account at the Utah Community Credit 

Union.  The routing Number is 324377820; Account number is 7505  00345555.  Please 

contact your financial institution to set this up. 

Or if you prefer, mail monthly donations to PFO, % Dick Cardon, 987 W. 2200 N. Pleasant 

Grove, UT 84062-9239 

All donations are fully tax-deductible.  For security, all PFO disbursements are used only for research 
related activity.  No officers are paid.  We do not mail out the PFO reports but send them by email and 
they are posted on www.cardonfamilies.org     THANK YOU SO MUCH! 

 
Descendants of the Bertoch, Bonnet, Bues, Chatelain, Gardiol, Gaydou, Goudin, Justet, Lazear, Malans, Pons, Rivoir, Roshon, 
Roshon, and Stale families of the early Waldensian converts are invited to participate in the PFO research and funding.   
Please contact Boyd L. Cardon at: 208 -356-9682 or email boyd_cardon@yahoo.com

 
A PLANNED GIFT BENEFIT TO THE PFO CAN PERPETUATE THE RESEARCH 

 

 Please consider establishing a planned gift benefiting the PFO to perpetuate the research efforts of 
the Piedmont Family Organization (PFO).  PFO was organized in 1978 as a tax exempt organization in 
Utah to:  1.Identify our ancestors. 2. Provide the temple ordinances for them. The PFO has a 
professional researcher, Giovanni Cena, in Italy who is identifying names of ancestors who need 
ordinance work.  Currently he is searching notary records and other documents that predate the 
1700’s.  He sends two volumes each month for a fee of $1,000.  Use of tools such as trusts, gift 
annuities, wills, life insurance, and donor advised funds can be given directly to the PFO with tax 
benefits.  Consult with your lawyer and accountant how to do this.  

 

 

 
 

LEARN TO INDEX ITALIAN RECORS IS A WAY YOU CAN HELP TOO. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

1)   Indexed Italy, Waldensian Evangelical Church Records, 1679-1969 can be found 
here: https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1861053. At least some of this content is indexed. Only 
21,878 images were indexed.  
2)  Given not all the content is indexed, if the patron wants to browse the images, choose Torino. 
Images in Torino are from the following Comune: Angrogna, Bobbio Pellice, Luserna San Giovanni, 
Massello, Perrero, Pinerolo, Pomaretto, Prali, Pramollo, Prarostino, Rorà, San Germano Chisone, 
Torino, Torre Pellice, Villar Pellice 
3)  The digitized original film collections can be found 
here:https://familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bkeywords%3AWaldensian%
20%2Bkeywords%3Achurch%20%2Bkeywords%3Arecords. We have completed digitization and the 
rights reviews have released dozens of films. Anything that is not available to view online is blocked 
because of a rights restriction. There may be some double-coverage between these film collections 
and the collection mentioned in #1). 
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